
 

H y b r i d  C M E  C u m  W o r k s h o p ,   
S a t u r d a y  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 2  

Department of Forensic Medicine, SNMC, Agra & 
GLAFIMS ASSOCIATION 

(Non-Government Organization)(CIN No: 157354) 
 

 

 

19 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Date of Submission 05-12-2022 
Email of Submitter dr.naveendhananiya@gmail.com 
Name of Author Naveen Sharma 
Topic Role of Dentist in a case of child abuse 
Co-Author Nil 
Date of Acceptance Tuesday December 6, 2022 

 
 

Role of Dentist in a case of child abuse 

Dr. Naveen Sharma 

Demonstrator (MBBS, MD), Department of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology 

Kalpana Chawla Government Medical College and Hospital, Karnal- 132001, Haryana, India 

 

Abstract: 

It is important for dental care providers to be alert to and knowledgeable about signs and symptoms 

of child abuse and neglect and to know how to respond. Because different communities have different 

resources, not all providers of a certain job specification may be available everywhere, and thus, job 

roles may sometimes overlap. Some authorities believe that the oral cavity may be a central focus for 

abuse because of its significance in communication and nutrition. Recent investigations have led to 

questions about the scientific validity of forensic patterned evidence and its role in legal proceedings. 

In diagnosis of child abuse, a forensic pathologist can be consulted if a forensic odontologist is not 

available or not sure about the injuries. Further, if neither forensic odontologist/ pathologist is 

available, a medical provider or dental provider experienced in identifying the patterns of child abuse 

injuries may examine and document the cases of child abuse, neglect and domestic violence.  
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